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CHIATURA HMANGAHESE IRPOSIT
A, Litvak

From Chiatura, the richesu csposit in the vorld. manganese used in harden-
ing stesl is brought down Irom the mountains by parrov-gauge railrcel to the
Shopani station,

The Chiaturs mangancse mines are under supsrvision of Grigoriy Tosifovich
Andguladzo and Shalva Spiridonovich Sheklashviii, director and chisf enylneer,
respectively, of the "Chiatwmacgenets” (Chistura Manganese ) Trust, Nining of
munganess at Chiatura in the second guarter of 1948 increased 17 percent over
the came period of 1957. ‘Ihe Five-Year Plan calls for the mining of 2,04C,000
tone of this extremsly valuable metal in Geoargla, vhile a 30-million-tom in-
dustrial reserve of manganese ocre from the Chimtwra deposit is to be prepared
during i946-1950, An inoresse in msohanization and electrification ars also
planned.

Manganese is used as an important alloy in the manufacture of steel, as
vell as in the preparation of glass and paints. A comparison of the physical
and chemioal properties of Soviet, Indian, Brazilian, Egyptian, gold Coast,
and South American manganese ores indicates cleariy the superiority of the
Chiatwra ore. :

The city of Chiatura 1s groving comstantly. A funicular railvay secves
as the chief means of transporting freight and another for passengers is be-
ing plamed. In 1947, 3,000 square meters of 1living spece were made availabdle,
vhile in 1948 the mmber of nmew houses will be doudbled, The Fivi-Year Plan
calls for construction of 40,000 square meters of living space. ‘

One of ths meu who Las been instrumental in development of Chiatura is
Vasilly Sankharadre, director of mine adminisiration, Mine imeni Dimitrov,
vho in 1935 became the firet tollower of Stakhanov in Georgia.
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[fhotogg-;p.hs, which are not reproducsd here;. show a. general .view of .the..
Feirili River at Chiatura, narrow-gauge bucket cars loaded with manganess ore
emerging from a drift at Mine imeni Lenin, the funlcular railwey which cennscte

enterpriges of the "Chisturmarganets” Trust, snd a general view of Chiatura
and the Shukrutékoye highlands./
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